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AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
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SECRET SECTION 1 OF 2 JIDDA 2863 
EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SA, SO, ET, US 

SUBJECT: U.S. AND SAUDI ARABIAN POLICIES TOWARD SOMALIA 
REF: (A) STATE 78514, (B) STATE 85332 

1 . ON APRIL 14 AND 17, 1 DISCUSSED WITH PRINCE FAHD AND PRINCE 

SAUD U.S. POLICIES TOWARD SOMALIA AND TO A MINOR EXTENT OUR POLICY 

TOWARD ETHIOPIA AS REFLECTED IN REFTELS. 


2. SAUD SAID HIS GOVERNMENT ACCEPTS WHOLEHEARTEDLY THE DEPT’S 
SUGGESTION THAT WE COORDINATE AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE OUR POLICIES 
AND ACTIONS CONCERNING SOMALIA. HE SAID THAT DURING THIS VISIT TO 
MOGADISCIO HE WAS INFORMED THAT SOMALIS DESIRE CONTINUING 
CONTACTS AND CONSULTATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES. HE IS QUITE 
CERTAIN IN HIS OWN MIND THAT GOS IS READY FOR A MAJOR REORIEN- 
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TATION OF THEIR BASIC OUTLOOK AS FAR AS THE SOVIET UNION AND THE 
UNITED STATES ARE CONCERNED. THE DIFFICULTY TIN THE PAST WITH THE 
U.S., SIAD BARRE TOLD HIM, AROSE FROM THE PROBLEM OF U.S. 

SUPPORT FOR ETHIOPIA, BOTH FINANCIAL AND IN THE FORM OF EQUIPMENT, 
WHICH PROVIDED THE BASIS FOR ETHIOPIAN ATTACKS AGAINST SOMALIA. 
SAUD WAS TOLD BY SIAD BARRE THAT SOMALIS ARE NOT COMMUNIST- 
ORIENTED. THEY DECLARED, THE FOREIGN MINISTER WENT ON, THAT 
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THEY ARE ENTIRELY DEVOTED TO ARAB NATIONALIST, NOT COMMUNIST, AIMS. 

3. IT IS WRONG, PRINCE SAUD WAS INFORMED, TO BELIEVE THAT THE 
SOVIETS HAVE SPECIAL FACILITIES IN SOMALIA. THE GOS WAS PREPARED 
TO ACCORD TO THE UNITED STATES THE SAME FACILITIES. HERE SAUD 
SAID HE TOLD THEM THAT IT COULD NOT BZ MATTER OF SOME FACILITIES 
FOR SOVIET USE, AND OTHERS FOR UNITED STATES. FROM SAUDI VIEW- 
POINT IT HAD TO BE NO FACILITIES AT ALL FOR THE USSR IN SOMALIA. 

SAUD DID NOT STATE SOMALI REACTION BUT HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE 
SOMALI GOVT SEEMS ENTIRELY READY TO COOPERATE IN EVERY IMPORTANT 
RESPECT. 

4. 1 SAID WE HAD SENSED A FEELING AMONG ARAB DIPLOMATS IN 
MOGADISCIO THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR THE SAUDIS TO RAISE THE 
LEVEL OF THEIR REPRESENTATION TO THAT OF AMBASSADOR. HE REPLIED 
THAT HAD BEEN DISCUSSED WITH GOS AND SAUDIS AGREED TO SEND AN 
AMBASSADOR IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

5. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION HE SAID DJIBOUTI WAS DISCUSSED ALSO. 

THE SOMALIS SEEM QUITE READY TO ACCEPT AN INDEPENDENT DJIBOUTI, 

BUT THEY FEEL THAT AS SOON AS ETHIOPIA IS STABPLIZED THE GOE WILL 
MOUNT AN ATTACK AGAINST THE NEW STATE. ETHIOPIA IS CURRENTLY SENDING 
MONEY AND WEAPONS INTO THE TERRITORY. SIAD BARRE ASSURED SAUD 
THAT HE WAS IN FAVOR OF ELECTIONS IN DJIBOUTI PROVIDED THEY WERE 
CARRIED OUT ON BASIS OF ONE MAN ONE VOTE AND NOT ON BASIS OF TRIBAL 
INSTITUTIONS. LATTER ARRANGEMENT COULD BE USED BY ANY SIDE IN 
FUTURE TO AGITATE ISSUES AND IN GOS OPINION WOULD BE UNWISE METHOD. 

6. 1 BROUGHT UP MATTER OF AMBASSADOR LOUGHRAN'S PROSPECTIVE 
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RETURN TO MOGADISCIO ON OR ABOUT APRIL 21. SAUD AFFIRMED HIS 
BELIEF SOMALIS ARE IN PROPER MOOD TO HAVE USEFUL EXCHANGE OF 
VIEWS WITH UNITED STATES AND HE URGED THAT AMBASSADOR LOUGHRAN 
BE "POSITIVE'' WITH REGARD TO AID MATTERS. HE SHOULD NOT MENTION 
SAUDI ARABIA. 

7. SAUDI ARABIA IS READY TO OPEN FULL EXCHANGE WITH US IN NEAR 
FUTURE DURING WHICH THEY WILL SET FORTH THEIR OWN PLANS AND 
ESTIMATES OF THE AID REQUIRED AND CONTRIBUTION THEY WILL MAKE. 

THEY HAVE SUBSTANTIAL EFFORT IN MIND, SAUD ASSURED ME. HE 
COMMENTED ON OBVIOUS POVERTY OF SOMALIA. HE SUGGESTED DEPT. 

SEND HERE ONE OR TWO KNOWLEDGEABLE OFFICERS EARLY IN MAY TO SIT 
WITH SAUDI OFFICIALS AND GO OVER ENTIRE SITUATION AND PROSPECTS. 

IF DESIRABLE, TALKS ON SUBJECT CAN BE CARRIED ON DURING PRINCE 
FAHD'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 

NOTE BY OCT: MSG RAISED TO EXDIS PER MR. OTTO, S/S-O. 
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SECRET SECTION 2 OF 2 JIDDA 2863 
EXDIS 

8. FINALLY HE EVINCED SOME INTEREST IN OUR ETHIOPIAN PROGRAM. 

I INFORMED HIM ALONG LINES APPROVED IN REFTEL B. HE COMMENTED 
THAT SIAD BARRE EXPRESSED BELIEF THAT MENGISTU IS THE PRINCIPAL 
SOVIET INSTRUMENT AMONG THE ETHIOPIANS, AND THAT AS SOON AS 
ETHIOPIAN UNREST IS DEALT WITH THERE WILL BE EFFORT TO FOMENT 
TROUBLE INKENYA, SUDAN AND SOMALIA. 

9. COMMENT: RECOMMEND DEPARTMENT CONSIDER SAUD'S 

SUGGESTION AND PROPOSE EARLY MAY DATE IF IT PRACTICAL TO SEND ONE OR 
TWO OFFICERS ABOUT THAT TIME. IT WAS QUITE CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT 
HE WANTS US TO BE "POSITIVE" (AS IN THE MATTER OF AMB. LOUGHRAN'S 
RETURN TO MOGADISCIO) IN SUCH TALKS. I WOULD SUGGEST OFFICERS 
AT COUNTRY DIRECTORATE AND DESK LEVELS. SAUDIS NO DOUBT HAVE IN 
MIND NOT ONLY EXAMINATION OF RESOURCES THEY AND WE ARE PREPARED 
TO COMMIT, BUT ALSO NATURE OF AID PROGRAMS WE AND THEY SHOULD 
PROVIDE. (I REMINDED HIM THAT SOME FORMS OF AID ARE EASIER 
THAN OTHERS AS FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED.) 
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10. SAG WILL CAREFULLY NOTE OUR RESPONSE TO PRINCE SAUD'S 
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INITIATIVE. THEY MAY CONSIDER IT A FORETOKEN OF OUR ABILITY TO 
COOPERATE WITH SAUDI ARABIA ON MATTERS OF COMMON BENEFIT. 

SAUD HIMSELF WILL BE INTERESTED IN OUR REPLY BECAUSE - AS HE 
SEES IT - THIS IS THE SECOND TIME THAT HE HAS TAKEN THE INITIATIVE 
TO GET THE RUSSIANS OUT OF SOMALIA WITH OUR HELP. HE BELIEVES 
THE SAG FAILED TO MAKE PROGRESS TOWARD THIS GOAL IN 1975 BECAUSE 
THE USG HAD NEVER BEEN REALLY COMMITTED TO THISCOURSE OF ACTION. 

PORTER 

NOTE BY OCT: MSG RAISED TO EXDIS PER MR. OTTO, S/S-O. 
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